
My Fellow Citizens,

It is difficult to believe the year’s end is already upon us! 
My campaign effort several months ago and your decisive 
mandate to have me lead for a second successive term still 
seems like yesterday. Much has transpired since then however. 
As I look back on 2009, I am proud of the many milestones 
reached and want to share these with you because they are 
your accomplishments too; in the last few months, I launched 
a series of unique constituency-driven initiatives designed to 
empower and involve citizens in truly inclusive public-private 
partnerships; partnerships that will better the lives of the less 
fortunate and build on what we have in common while breaking 
down the barriers that divide us. 

The Parliament Student Visit, Business Community Interactive 
with MoS Jyotiraditya Scindia, and Youth Football Championship 
are some the annual initiatives successfully implemented. 
Additionally, Climate Change, strengthening RTI, anti-ragging 
and empowering women are causes that continue to occupy 
my undivided attention. All these efforts will be sustained and 
create the critical mass necessary for civil-society to become 
fully engaged in public policy. I will keep you posted on many 
more innovative participative projects I hope to embark 
on in the not too distant future. Indeed, I am excited by the 
truly transformational possibilities that lie before us and the 
opportunity to put progress over partisanship. 

As part of my endeavour to interact with as many of you as 
possible, I have begun to reach out to literally millions around 
the country through op-eds and articles on critical policy matters 
and trends in our country. I feel privileged that important 
national publications like the Times of India and others have 
invited me to pen my thoughts periodically and share them with 
you in their editorial space. I’ve reprinted these articles below 
in case you missed them the first time along with excerpts from 
a recent interview in which I expound on many of the issues and 
dilemmas facing us today.

In other developments, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas donated a state of the art radiation oncology machine to 
Cama Hospital in Mumbai – the first of its kind in the country. 
The Hon’ble Minister Shri Murli Deora inaugurated the Radiation 
Oncology Center. I was also delighted to facilitate and inaugurate 
Mumbai’s first Forensic Science Degree Program with the 

Institute of Science. Separately, my NGO Sparsh continues 
to provide computer-training skills to the underprivileged and 
mobilize regular eye-camps for the poor who do not otherwise 
have access to health care or insurance. These are all important 
achievements in our quest to improve health care for all and 
advance the cause of science and education, our traditional 
and core strengths. I am also happy to inform you about the 
introduction of new express train services on the Mumbai-
Varanasi, Mumbai-Ahmedabad and Mumbai-Amravati routes 
amongst others. State and Center will continue to revamp and 
upgrade our rail network in the coming months.

As part of my commitment to update you periodically on 
important government policies, I have included for your 
reference a list of select questions and issues I raised in the 
recently concluded winter session of Parliament. I have also 
included a ward-specific map of your elected representatives 
so you know exactly who to contact if you have a complaint 
or problem that requires government assistance. I urge you to 
read both.

Finally, I feel duty-bound on the first anniversary of 26/11 to pay 
tribute to a city and people I share an unbreakable bond with. 
While we have moved on-stronger and more determined, there 
is more that needs to be done and as your MP, I will continue to 
fight for even greater improvements in our security apparatus. 
We must never compromise on national security and the safety 
of our citizens. 

On a happier note, I want to thank you for your continued support 
and encouragement in what has been a wonderful and work-
filled year for me and my entire team. It is a privilege to serve 
you everyday and an honour to represent you in Parliament. As 
we usher in 2010 and launch into a new decade, I wish you and 
your families a happy, peaceful and joyous New Year.

In Affinity,

Milind Deora
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Shashi Tharoor 
Minister Of State For External Affairs 
And Member Of Parliament 

Milind Deora has been an 
outstanding parliamentarian - active, 
engaged, passionately committed 
to the well being of his constituents 
and of the nation as a whole. He is 
an excellent example of the injection 

of new blood into our country’s politics - a thoughtful and 
educated visionary with a keen awareness of what needs  
to be done to improve the country, and a realistic sense  
of how to do it. South Mumbai is fortunate to be represented 
by Milind Deora.

Ashok Karbhari Darade
41/596 Transit Camp, Vaswani Road, 
Cuffe Parada, Colaba 

We are residents of the old transit 
camp in Colaba. We were always 
fearing that we would be asked to 
move to far away places as and 
when the government undertakes to  

re-build our buildings. But our young MP Milind Deora was very 
sympathetic to the problems this would mean. Hence, he has 
been able to press the government to assure us that the new 
building would come up in the vicinity of the existing building 
and we would not be required to go away to far off places. We 
are truly grateful to Milind for his true concern.

Adi Godrej
Chairman, The Godrej Group 

When we exercise our franchise it’s 
important that we vote for the best 
representative for South Mumbai, 
with a national perspective. It is our 
duty to elect the most bale, stable 
and capable candidate. Milind Deora 

has proven himself to be an excellent parliamentarian and 
stands head and shoulders above the rest

Deepak Parekh
Chairman, HDFC Ltd. 

I have known Milind for many years 
now. India needs such bright young 
politicians at the helm to infuse some 
fresh thoughts and drive positive 
changes. As a socially conscious 
individual, he has worked hard to 

raise social awareness among his peers and the younger 
generation and has been extensively involved in community 
development. He is a sincere politician with a lot of dynamism 
and I think we can expect a lot of constructive action from him 
in the coming years. I wholeheartedly wish him the very best in 
all his endeavours.

Dr. Mithu Alur
Social Activist and NGO Leader 

Milind has been working on a few 
issues with me within his constituency 
in South Mumbai. I found him to be 
very sincere, very responsive. He has 
an excellent management style of 
operating where he is time bound and 

wastes no time in following up in Delhi and in Mumbai with what 
he has committed himself to. He has been very accessible, 
conscientious and a young leader who listens and absorbs the 
problems of others and does something about them. I hope 
his presence in Parliament will ensure the upliftment of those 
who remain oppressed in our country’s social sector - the poor, 
the disabled, the marginalized, bringing about social justice, 
establishing equal opportunities and in initiating change for a 
more equitable India.

We are deeply indebted to Milind 
Deoraji for the initiative he has 
taken with the Chief Minister which 
has resulted in bringing us more 
accommodation - from 225 to 300 

feet - in redeveloped buildings. This comes as a great gift in 
space-starved Mumbai

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE MANY THAT STOOD BY ME AND SUPPORTED 
ME THROUGHOUT… YOUR ENDORSEMENT AND FAITH IN MY ABILITY  
TO DELIVER IS A CONSTANT REMINDER OF MY RESPONSIBILITIES AND 

WHAT PUBLIC SERVICE IS ALL ABOUT. MILIND DEORA

Sanjay Mhatre
119/11, 2nd fl., Room 31, Sai Bhuvan, 
Khadilkar Rd., Girgaum



KICKING-OFF WITH THE BIGGEST EVER 
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

In a first of its kind anywhere in the country and after months 
of conceptualization and planning, I recently launched an 
ambitious initiative to promote football amongst the city’s 
youth. In what is the biggest ever Soccer Championship 
and Talent Hunt in the county, an exciting football tourney 
on December 18th and 19th was held for young kids from 
the ages of 8-14 of all educational, socio-economic and 
religious backgrounds in my constituency of South Mumbai. 
The response was overwhelming and the event a runaway 
success with around 204 teams participating including 
60 Municipal schools and 80 Government aided schools 
turning up to compete and showcase their sporting prowess. 
I sincerely believe that sports, and especially football, is a 
great equalizer and has the power to bridge differences, 
heal wounds and build a sense of community. More than 
anything else, this is about enabling and empowering under-
privileged children in our city to develop critical leadership 
and team building skills and get ahead in their lives with 
dignity and self-respect. It was heartening to see so many 
kids who never had a chance to play a sport or own a single 
pair of shoes so thoroughly immersed and happy. 

Apart from every participant getting to keep a brand new 
pair of football shoes and play with India Captain and 
football star Baichung Bhutia, we had former India players 
and coaches scout talent and pre-select 30 lucky boys 
and girls for professional training by well known Football 

Club, Queens Park Rangers (QPR) in the UK. Two of the best 
will be sponsored by QPR and trained in the UK Club. It was 
my endeavor to also to link the football event to positive social 
messaging that will influence our youth and guide them along 
the right path – I’ve ensured that the branding and imaging for 
these events revolves around staying fit and healthy through 
sport and saying NO to drugs, tobacco and alcohol – vices that 
our children must steer clear of if they are to become healthy, 
responsible members of society. 

I am grateful that Minister Praful Patel, the current President 
of the All India Football Federation, Baichung Bhutia and Amit 
Bhatia, VP and owner of QPR all responded to my call and 
contributed selflessly and spontaneously for a great cause. 
This will be an annual affair, which will undoubtedly grow 

bigger with every passing year allowing large numbers of our 
youth to participate in something meaningful and fun. I shall 
continue to challenge conventional definitions of public-private 
partnerships by creating opportunities like this. It is my hope 
that other constituencies in every corner of our country innovate 
as well and embark on similar projects to uplift the spirit our 
young and allow them to fulfill their dreams and aspirations. 
They are tomorrow’s leaders.



I am very pleased to announce the launch of another first-of-its-
kind initiative; an annual Winter Parliamentary Visit for school 
and college students in my constituency of South Mumbai. 
This has long been a desire of mine and I am thrilled that it 
has come to fruition leaving a lasting and positive impact 
on 25 young students of all socio-economic backgrounds 
representing the great diversity of Mumbai. These students got 
to see Government in action for the first time and appreciate 
the cut and thrust of Parliamentary debate and policy-making. 
I hope to have many more on board next year and will actively 
seek out interested and motivated students in schools and 
colleges across South Mumbai for subsequent visits. Nothing in 
my opinion can rival a real-life experience that brings textbooks 
and classroom lectures alive. 

The sense of history and occasion that accompanies a visit of 
this sort is exactly what students in my constituency and across 
the country need to experience. We started with an educational 
tour of the Parliament Museum and library following which  
I personally received the delegation in the Speakers Office. 
After several group photographs the Speaker was gracious 
enough to interact extensively with the students over tea in 
her office. The questions asked by the students were insightful 
and intelligent – it was a proud moment for me personally to 
showcase Mumbai’s talent to my colleagues and important 
government leaders. The Speaker was equally impressed and 
commented on how this was a first during her tenure and hoped 
other MP’s would follow suit by bringing their constituents to 

THE 2009 WINTER  
PARLIAMENT STUDENT VISIT

Parliament. I believe we may have started a trend here! The 
delegation also had very productive meetings with Delhi’s CM 
Mrs. Sheila Dixit as well as other MP’s and political leaders. All 
in all, the takeaway for the students and for me equally was a 
memorable, meaningful and enjoyable one. I’m looking forward 
to next December’s visit already and would encourage those 
of you who are interested to register your details with my team 
so we can try and accommodate you the next time around. As 
always, I welcome your suggestions and recommendations to 
make this experience even richer, so please feel free to email 
me your thoughts when you have a moment. 



ISSUES I RAISED IN PARLIAMENT 

BUSINESS COMMUNITY
OUTREACH INITIATIVE

Annual parliament visits of the kind above allow constituents to see me in a different 
avatar than they may be used to back home in Mumbai. I am keen that they see me 
represent country and constituency in the Lok Sabha and be privy to national issues 
I engage in. As with my previous communiqués, I will continue to keep you posted 
on questions I ask and issues I raise in every session of Parliament. The link below 
will take you to some of my questions in the recently concluded Winter Parliament 
Session that may be of interest to you. Many more were asked on a wide range 
of issues traversing various Ministries and policy areas. My office will be happy to 
provide you with a comprehensive list of these if you want one. All these issues 
are important and bring clarity and purpose to policy-making at the national level. 
The answers to my questions also help me understand the complexities of policy 
matters and allow me to make informed decisions. This is geared towards enabling a 
comprehensive and accurate policy response based on current and future trends. 

Mumbai is the most vibrant, diverse and entrepreneurial city in 
the country. It is arguably the pulse of the country’s corporate, 
trading and financial interests and the largest taxpayer city-
wise by a long shot. Recognizing Mumbai as a key international 
business destination, I have decided to set in motion and 
facilitate a series of informative interactive events for Mumbai’s 
business community with relevant government functionaries 
and Ministers. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for Mumbaikars seeking clarity 
and first-hand information on national policies that impact 
their business interests and outcomes. By bringing New Delhi 
to Mumbai, many of you will now have an opportunity to interact 
with your Ministers and be informed directly by policy makers 
instead of relying on media and extraneous sources. 

The first business community event was held at the Trident Hotel 
on August 19th this year with Minister of State for Commerce and 
Industry, Mr. Jyotiraditya Scindia delivering a keynote address 
and interacting with the audience. The event was organized 
by FIEO, the Federation of Indian Exports Organization. I was 
happy to address the gathering as the Guest of Honour. 

Minister Scindia in his keynote address talked about the need 
for India to identify new export markets apart from the three 
primary markets of the EU, US and Japan already captured. 
Identifying new geographies and diversifying into markets like 
the Middle East, South Africa, ASEAN and the former Soviet 
States (CIS) would be strongly encouraged by government, he 
said. He also impressed upon the need for product diversification 
across four spectrums – consumer goods, manufactured goods, 
agriculture and services.

http://www.milinddeora.com/mailer-dec09/issues.pdf 



SCALING NEW FRONTIERS  
IN SCIENCE AND MEDICINE

PLAIN SPEAKING 
THROUGH 
NATIONAL 
PUBLICATIONS

The fight against cancer received a fillip in South Mumbai with the donation of India’s first and only radiation oncology machine 
to Cama Hospital by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. The Hon’ble Minister Shri Murli Deora inaugurated the Radiation 
Oncology Center. It is my sincere desire to see our government and private hospitals equipped with the latest available technology 
and cutting edge diagnostic tools to offer world-class health care to our citizens. 

On a separate but related note, I was delighted to inaugurate the Institute of Forensic Science Degree Program in Mumbai,  
one of the first forensic science degree colleges in the country set up in association with the Institute of Science. The applica-
tion of Forensic Science is critical for police investigative agencies in detecting and solving crimes, which in turn will strengthen  
a criminal justice system that can rely on incontrovertible scientific evidence to convict criminals and dispense justice swiftly.  
Producing world-class forensic scientists is a reality now and augurs well for the future of science and criminal investigation  
in our city and country.

Between newsletters, I have had the privilege of penning 
lead essays in the Times Of India Saturday edition and oth-
er important publications in an effort to communicate my 
views and opinions on important policy issues and national 
trends to as many of my countrymen as possible. I will con-
tinue doing so periodically and whenever a policy response 
is merited. This interactive public space allows me to open a 
political discourse and share my personal thoughts and in-
sights with you. I have never shied away from expressing my 
views and taking a stand on issues I care about  - sometimes 
provocative and contrarian and not always aligned with my 
colleagues in government.  But that is our great strength as 
a freethinking society with a ruling party that is robust and 
self-assured. 

Through my writings, I have argued for equal rights including 
access to quality health care for the LGBT community in our 
country and will continue to advocate for their constitutional 
rights. I have also reacted strongly to the unpardonable at-
tack on free speech and democracy by the Shiv Sena that 

took law into their own hands and vandalized a media network’s 
Mumbai and Pune branches and roughed up its staff. Parochial 
and neo-fascist political ideologies propagated by parties like 
the Shiv Sena and MNS have no place in modern India. 

The values and democratic principles this great country was 
built on are all-encompassing and apply to each and every Indi-
an regardless of religious, political, social, economic or sexual 
orientation. On another more personal note, I felt compelled to 
pen a tribute to the victims of 26/11 on the first anniversary 
and salute the courage of our fellow Mumbaikars. I have re-
printed some of my articles below in case you missed them the 
first time and have also included links that will take you directly 
to them on the publisher’s sites.



THERE’S SPACE FOR ALL AT THE PARTY

During my student days at Boston University, I recall being  
introduced to the writings of Aime Cesaire, the great African 
essayist, playwright, poet and politician whose stirring prose 
was often a manifestation of his rage against the colonial 
enterprise. “It is not true that the work of man is finished”, 
declared Cesaire, “...the work of man is only just beginning...
and no race holds the monopoly of beauty, intelligence and 
strength and there is place for all at the rendezvous of victory.’’ 
I’d like to think that message still resonates with marginalised 
communities wherever they exist, including those in the spotlight 
of the Delhi high court’s landmark judgment on Section 377 of 
the Indian Penal Code. 

Decriminalising homosexuality marks a critical point of 
departure in the lives of many across the nation; young and 
old, gay and straight, rich and poor. And while full emancipation 
may yet be an unfulfilled desire, it is an important first step in 
a legitimate struggle along that long arc of justice. To be sure, 
there will always be a blinkered few who will opt for an over-
simplistic “us versus them” dualism but this is where rational 
argument and nuanced analysis can and should take centre 
stage in mainstream Indian politics. Moral prescriptions aside, 
the issue here is less an examination of sexual peccadilloes 
than about ensuring a vulnerable minority’s unfettered access 
to fundamental human rights enshrined in our Constitution and 
guaranteed to every Indian citizen. 

AIDS continues to be a global health crisis and India is teetering 
on the brink of that abyss. It is time to accept that reality, 
erase the stigma and create a safe space for a free and frank 
discussion of sexual behaviour to enable access to quality 
health care for all. Legal barriers and criminalisation have for 
too long effectively blocked the empowerment of groups at 
high risk of HIV infection by denying or obstructing their right 
to live healthy and safe lives. It is unconscionable that in a 
country with one of the world’s largest populations of people 
with AIDS, Section 377 has been used by officials to obstruct 
the work of legitimate HIV-prevention groups, leaving high-risk 
communities defenceless against infection. AIDS and the new 
wave of activism it engendered around the world may have fully 
awakened many to gay people all around them, but a tardy and 
still embryonic national awareness will not save the lives of 
those whose abridged rights make them even more vulnerable 
during a rampaging plague. 

Top Article: Times Of India Milind Deora 5 September 2009

Legislation here can be a powerful tool in shaping a policy 
response to the AIDS crisis. When based on universally accepted 
human rights standards, and appropriately implemented and 
enforced, the law can support positive public health outcomes 
and enable individuals and communities to realise their rights 
without fear or favour. 

Self-appointed custodians of Indian culture and the extreme 
right will always harbour archaic prejudices about anyone 
not like them but they never did merit serious attention in a 
free-thinking democracy like ours. Let us recognise that there 
are sections of Hindu, Muslim and Christian groups that have 
misgivings about homosexuality but also agree that it should 
not be criminalised. They would be the first to acknowledge that 
laws governing religious doctrine cannot be equated with the 
law of the land in a secular democracy. I find it disingenuous 
on the part of those who use selective text and inference to 
condemn someone’s sexual preference while ignoring some of 
the proscriptions in their own teachings. Rather than pontificate 
on virtue and vice, we really ought to leave all value judgements 
to a higher power. 

In the final analysis, policy and perception feed off each other 
and a paradigm shift in both is needed for real progress to take 
place. If my campaign experience across the socio-economic 
divide has taught me anything, it is that young India is not just a 
barometer of social change but a determining factor in shaping 
it. Indians of my generation are not afraid to speak the truth to 
power. That gives me hope. More so about the poor and less 
privileged sections of the gay community in both urban and 
rural India who have neither the financial nor political clout to 
counter the persecution, blackmail and incarceration they are 
constantly subjected to. For them, decriminalisation and its 
proper implementation could be life-altering. 

So the next time you see your gay friend, relative or neighbour, 
think about the rights you were born into and the rights of 
others for which you’ve fought. Ask yourself if you can step out 
of your comfort zone to advocate for the rights of all, regardless 
of gender, caste, sexuality, ability, or religion, to pursue your 
freedom and happiness. After all, our convictions mean the 
most when they include those beyond ourselves. And when 
push comes to shove, we may still find there is place for us all 
in Cesaire’s rendezvous of victory. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/opinion/edit-page/Top-
Article-Theres-Space-For-All-At-The-Party/articleshow/4973042.cms

The writer is a member of Parliament



READER FEEDBACK AND RESPONSE

The English media has delivered a flurry of celebratory 
editorials ever since the Delhi High Court’s historic 
judgment decriminalizing homosexuality. But for reasons 
more than one, what stood out from the rest was Milind 
Deora’s article in today’s Times of India. And if you still 
haven’t read it, I suggest you skip the rest of this post, and 
read that first. Really!

For starters, Milind Deora is the first Member of Parliament 
in this country who has had the courage to speak out so 
lucidly and so forcefully for gay rights. While his own 
Congress party has been too shy to publicly endorse the 
judgment, this MP from South Bombay has shown the sort 
of moral uprightness that somehow seems to be missing 
in his fellow politicians of today- speaking out freely for 
what you believe in.

[Milind] gives us hope. He says that there will always 
be a “blinkered few” who will oppose our movement for 
equality, but goes on to say that “this is where rational 
argument and nuanced analysis can and should take 
centre stage in mainstream Indian politics…And as 
rightly pointed out by Milind, the greatest beacon of hope 
is India’s youth- “If my campaign experience across the 
socio-economic divide has taught me anything, it is that 
young India is not just a barometer of social change but a 
determining factor in shaping it. Indians of my generation 
are not afraid to speak the truth to power.” And so let us 
not cry ourselves hoarse over the lunatic fringe of Baba 
Ramdev and others like him. They’re entitled to their 
views in a democracy, and what we must ensure is that 
we reach out with our love to the society at large. That’s 
our democratic right.

Nipun Goyal, Prominent writer and gay rights activist 
from India. Started a publication/Blog called ‘Rainbow 
Rays’ in an effort to give a voice to the marginalised Gay 
and Lesbian community in India; Editor of ‘Pink Pages’ 
magazine and one of the founding members of MINGLE- 
the first of its kind Indian LGBT think-tank.

This piece by milind is truly remarkable.

I remember at a pre election talk show on NDTV I had
asked Milind Deora and Meera Sanyal if they would take 
a stand on controversial issues like the Section 377. Post 
the show, when I was leaving, Milind called me out and 
personally told me that Rahul Gandhi and He are very 
much against the draconian law. I did understand then 
that heart-of-heart he supports the cause, but was waiting 
for the right moment to speak up. Im sure there would be 
political compulsions, and the wait for the opportune time 
has been too long.

But he finally spoke... and How!
WOW WOW WOW!
Aham, Mumbai

During the last elections we said many times that Milind 
Deora was the candidate to support in the South Mumbai 
constituency. This was based on the help he had given us 
quietly in the past when he helped us overcome objections 
to letting the first Queer Azadi March take place.

Well, today he has come out and stated his support for 
queer rights very firmly, and in one of the most prominent 
places possible - the lead op/ed piece in the Times of 
India. I’m really happy to see him do this, and proud as a 
Mumbaikar that one of our MPs took the lead this way.
Vikram, Mumbai

Very good article. I really appreciate Milind Deora for 
writing such a nice article.
Rajesh Pawar, Latur

Very well said. Many thanks to Mr. Deora for this intelligent 
and inspiring piece.
Neha Sood, Delhi



DON’T STAND BY AND WATCH

The latest in a series of bash-’em-ups by serial offenders in the 
Shiv Sena when they attacked a media organization in Pune not 
only betrays a contempt for the rule of law but also an astoundingly 
naive world view and warped political ideology. Demagogic Hitlerian 
persuasions apart, i am less interested in historical comparisons 
than an immediate high-level probe that results in bringing to book 
the ringleaders of this reprehensible criminal act. By resorting to 
gratuitous violence and crude attacks on those it disagrees with, 
the Shiv Sena has not only alienated the media at large but also 
the Marathi community it purports to protect. 

Little surprise then that its already dwindling political base is 
more confused than convinced. The ballot is always stronger than 
the bullet, however, and i would sincerely hope that better sense 
prevails when voters determine their own political fate the next 
time around. 

There have been suggestions in recent days to muzzle the party 
and impose a media boycott on it but neither is this possible nor 
productive. Sensationalism sells, unfortunately, and imposing 
embargoes would in any case be in conflict with the very democratic 
principles we uphold everyday. The political manifestos of both the 
Shiv Sena and MNS, two sides of the same communal coin, are 
inherently sectarian, non-inclusive and incite followers to spew 
hate and vitriolic nonsense. Both deserve to be consigned to 
the dustbin of history but more likely than not, they will implode 
by virtue of their own proscriptions and without much help from 
anybody else. 

That is not an excuse to remain silent and do nothing, however. 
We must continue supporting responsible news organisations 
and citizens’ groups that raise difficult issues and ask difficult 
questions. I stress the word “responsible” though: media houses 
would acknowledge that they need to self-monitor and run in-
house checks to address excessive bouts of frenzied reporting that 
may unwittingly fan the flames of communal discord. By the same 
token, civil society and those who claim to speak for it must take 
an unambiguous and consistent stand on sectarian politics if real 
change is to come about. 

The doublespeak of Mumbai’s high society is that even outspoken 
and otherwise liberal commentators like Shobhaa De went on 
news television to unfairly attack Karan Johar for apologising 
to Raj Thackeray and in the same breath defended several of 
Thackeray’s political positions. Equally, those of us in government 
and on the right side of the law have a responsibility to protect civil 
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society against abuses of power. That is the only collective way our 
democracy, imperfect as it is, can survive and resist the forces that 
threaten it. 

I must say it is deeply unsettling that an attack of this sort should 
take place on the cusp of a year since 26/11. I am not suggesting for 
a minute that comparisons be drawn with last year’s terror attacks 
and last week’s mindless thuggery. But here’s the rub the lack of 
similarity isn’t strong enough and that is what irks me and ought to 
concern us all. All too often, the danger we face as a nation lurks 
within. Divisive forces create and thrive in a climate of social unrest 
and will go to any extent to pry open social fault lines wherever they 
exist. The only antidote to this subversion of democracy is a stronger 
system of checks and balances. That includes an independent 
news media with the courage and integrity to expose malpractices 
so that the force of public opinion, shame and law can bring about 
a correction. Our democratic institutions must show themselves 
to be accountable, transparent and accessible to the common 
citizen, and act swiftly in the interest of justice. It is imperative 
that government, in partnership with civil society, creates strong 
deterrents against an increasingly pervasive and violent form of 
political hate-mongering, wherever that may emanate from. 

In the final analysis, politicians and people in public life are fair 
game for the media and we have to accept that reality. Those of 
us in political life may not always like or agree with what is said 
and written about us, but surely that doesn’t give us the licence 
to ransack and rampage. There are other civil and legal avenues 
to resolve grievances; you debate, propose, oppose and sue if you 
must. That is what civilised societies do. If the media, with all its 
influence and reach, can be attacked with impunity; if the media is 
not free to seek accountability from political parties, leaders and 
the government of the day, how free or safe is the ordinary citizen 
we serve? 

It may be a while before we start subscribing to Voltaire’s lofty 
philosophical conviction of disagreeing with what is said but 
defending to the death the right of those we disagree with to say 
it, but this is as good a time and place as any to start making a 
difference and fight for the freedom and rights our founding fathers 
sacrificed so we could have ours. 

The writer is a member of Parliament

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/opinion/edit-page/ 
Dont-Stand-By-And-Watch/articleshow/5276331.cms

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/opinion/edit-page/Dont-Stand-By-Watch/articleshow/5276331.cms


A NATIONAL SHAME: THE LIBERHAN 
COMMISSION REPORT FINDINGS

FROM THE HALLS OF 
PARLIAMENT: KEY BILLS 
AND LEGISLATION

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2009

Category: Elections

Area: Whole Country (Except J&K)

People it Concerns: Citizens, election commissioners, 
civil society organisations

Status: The Representation of the People (Second Amendment) 
Bill, 2009 was passed by the Rajya Sabha on 25 November 2009

The Liberhan Commission submitted its findings in a report on the 1992 demolition of the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya. Despite 
disappointment in some quarters that it took 17 long years, the facts brought out in it is a damning indictment of the BJP leadership 
and its allies. Apart from my secular credentials and beliefs, this is another reason why I consistently take an unambiguous 
and vehement stand on communal harmony. The BJP position on the Babri Masjid demolition is a national shame and simply 
unacceptable in a pluralistic society like ours. Moreover, the opposition’s criticism of the report is misplaced and misses the point; 
the scope of inquiry of the Liberhan Commission was to assign responsibility for the demolition of the structure and not to go into 
the genesis of the dispute. I’m afraid divisive forces in our country cannot escape scrutiny and justice by attempting to skirt the 
issue and confuse the public.

The report holds 68 people culpable, including L K Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi, Atal Bihari Vajpayee and more critically, Kalyan 
Singh, the then-Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. The report names the RSS as being the chief architect of the demolition and the 
core of the Sangh Parivar. The Commission has identified the Kalyan Singh-led BJP government in Uttar Pradesh as the key to 
the execution of the conspiracy to demolish Babri Masjid. Justice Liberhan termed certain BJP leaders as pseudo-moderates, 
pretending to keep a distance from the Ram Janmabhoomi campaign when they were actually aware of the whole conspiracy. 
The report said, “They have violated the trust of the people...There can be no greater betrayal or crime in a democracy and this 
Commission has no hesitation in condemning these pseudo-moderates for their sins of omission”.

The commission’s report states that the Kalyan Singh government had “systematically and in a pre-planned manner removed 
inconvenient bureaucrats from positions of power, dismantled and diluted the security apparatus and infrastructure, lied 
consistently to the High Court and the Supreme Court of India and to the people of India to evade constitutional governance and 
thus betrayed the confidence of the electorate”.

Status: Tabled on 23 November 2009 along with an Action Taken Report
All four volumes of the report are available at: http://www.mha.nic.in/uniquepage.asp?Id_Pk=571

Copy of the Act: http://www.indlaw.com/display.
aspx?F5296BE5-AFBC-4CC1-8B07-5E91599103A5

Newspaper Articles: http://www.indianexpress.com/news/
rajya-sabha-clears-electoral-reforms-bill/546367/ 

1. The Bill seeks to amend the Representation of the People 
Act, 1950 and the Representation of the People Act, 1951

2. It bans conducting exit polls and publishing the results of 
these polls during the following time period: from the start of 
the polls to the end of all phases of elections. 

3. It prohibits the listing of assistance of any persons engaged 
either directly or indirectly in the conduct of elections. 

4. It provides for the submission of appeals concerning the 
names on the electoral rolls either with the district magistrate 
or additional district magistrate instead of the state chief elec-
toral officer, as is the case right now. 

Copy of the Act: http://www.indlaw.com/display.aspx?F5296BE5-AFBC-4CC1-8B07-5E91599103A5


WOMEN’S RESERVATION BILL
Category: Reservations
Area: Whole Country (Except J&K)
People it Concerns: Women
Status: The report of the Parliamentary Committee on Law and 
Justice on the Women’s Reservation Bill was tabled in Parliament 
on 17 December 2009

Newspaper Articles: 
http://indiainteracts.in/news/2009/12/17/Parliamentary-
panel-tables-report-on-womens-reservation-bill.html

Ministry for Women and Child Development: 
http://wcd.nic.in/

1. No less than one-third of seats to be reserved in the Lok Sabha 
and State Legislative Assemblies for women

2. One-third of the total number of seats reserved under clause 
(2) of article 330 (the existing quota for Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes) to be reserved for women belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes;

3. Reservation of seats to cease to exist or expire after 15 years of 
the commencement of the constitutional amendment;

4. To select women candidates through a system of rotation, by 
which one third of the total number of constituencies to be reserved 
for women candidates will be determined through a draw of lots at 
every election;

5. To consider extending the reservation to Rajya Sabha and 
the Legislative Councils of States, without making any definitive 
provisions within the scope of the current Bill.  

6. On the issue of considering the issue of reservation within 
reservation for OBC women, the committee said it will consider it. 

THE NATIONAL  
HEALTH BILL, 2009 
Category: Healthcare
Area: Whole Country (Except J&K)
People it Concerns: Each and every citizen
Status: Drafting Stage

Copy of the Act: 
www.mohfw.nic.in/nrhm/Draft_Health_Bill/
General/Draft_National_Bill.pdf

Newspaper Articles: www.thehindu.com/2009/10/12/
stories/2009101253740400.htm

1. A Bill to provide for protection and fulfilment of rights in relation 
to health and wellbeing, health equity and justice and for achieving 
the goal of health for all.

2. It recognizes and lays down several individual and collective rights 
in relation to Health, and simultaneously draws its base from the 
Constitution of India, various Supreme Court judgements and India’s 
international law obligations. 

3. It places upon the Central as well as State Governments general 
obligations towards progressive realization of health and well being, 
and quality health care services.

4. It institutes the establishment of a National Public Health Board 
and State Public Health Boards for formulating, negotiating and 
adopting the national and state policy on health and healthcare.

5. It proposes a redressal mechanism for Health Rights, provides for 
dispute resolution, remedies and criminal penalties in some cases.

Category: Land Laws
Area: Whole Country (Except J&K)
People it concerns: All citizens owning immovable property.
Status: Likely to come up for discussion in next session of Parliament

Copy of the Bill: http://dolr.nic.in/LABill2007.pdf

Newspaper Articles: http://www.thehindubusinessline.
com/2007/12/07/stories/2007120756911200.htm

1. The Bill seeks to amend the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, which 
mainly deals with the process of acquisition of land for public 
purposes. 

2. It will ensure minimal displacement of people when land is 
acquired for public projects, and also makes definite provisions for 
their rehabilitation and resettlement.

3. It postulates the establishment of Land Acquisition Compensation 
Disputes Settlement Authority at the State as well as Central level, 
for speedy settlement of disputes relating to land acquisition and 
compensation under the Act.

4. It provides for a fair compensation at market value for land 
acquired, and ensures speedy acquisition of land and payment of 
compensation amount.

5. It omits the acquisition of land for companies under the Act, and 
restricts land acquisition only for public purposes.

LAND ACQUISITION
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2007

http://www.thehindubusinessline.cm/2007/12/0/stories/2007120756911200.htm
www.mohfw.nic.in/nrhm/Draft_Health_Bill/General/Draft_National_Bill.pdf
www.thehindu.com/2009/10/12/stories/2009101253740400.htm


purpose instead of resorting to divisive recrimination. The 
innumerable acts of selfless courage and kindness, the 
stories of unsung heroes risking life and limb to save the 
lives of strangers, and the extraordinary protest rallies of 
young students speaking the truth to power on the streets of 
Mumbai - all exemplify the spirit of a city that came to the fore 
in its darkest hour.

My mandate as your elected representative is clear.  
I will continue to help shape political discourse and policy 
so that something constructive emerges from the rubble of 
26/11. Combating terrorism is a complex global problem and 
I wont pretend the solutions are easy or even well understood. 
But for now, as we withdraw into a moment of quiet reflection 
exactly one year on, let us remember those that are no longer 
with us and be grateful for that indomitable will and resolve of 
ordinary Mumbaikars today that inspire us all to build a better 
tomorrow. 

In Affinity,
Milind Deora

26/11 ONE YEAR ON:  
LESSONS LEARNED AND ACTION TAKEN

South Mumbai MP Milind Deora pays tribute to the  
indomitable will of Mumbai and Mumbaikars on the 
anniversary of 26/11.

Penning a tribute to a city I grew up in and love is a task I 
approach with some trepidation in a post 26/11 world. Not 
because I doubt Mumbai’s resilience but because I fear it 
has been taken for granted. In many ways 26/11 became a 
metaphor for the cumulative injustices inflicted on a city and 
a people no longer willing to stand by in stoic silence. But 
despite that palpable anger we summoned our better angels 
in a time of tragedy to emerge stronger and more determined 
to fight for what we believe in. And that is our great strength 
– a strength that comes, as Mahatma Gandhi said, not from 
physical capacity but from an indomitable will. 

If it is through terrorism that the people who carry out these 
despicable acts express their values, it is right at this moment 
that we must demonstrate ours. Mumbai could easily have 
imploded in the aftermath but in its collective wisdom it 
transcended caste and creed to unify around a common 

26/11: In Memoriam

The article above was published in DNA on the 26th November 2009 this year http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report_
salute-to-the-city-s-indomitable-will_1317459

Bombay’s security and well-being have taken on an entirely 
new meaning for me as a very fortunate survivor of the 
terrorist attacks on the 26th of November, 2008…I am 
fortunate to have survived 26-11 and I am supporting Milind 
Deora of the Indian National Congress because I believe he 
will do all he can to make sure this never happens again.
Bhisham Mansukhani

Post 26/11, there have been marked security enhancements 
by the State Government and the Mumbai Police. Apart 
from a more streamlined and efficient intelligence sharing 
mechanism now in place between central and state agencies, 
new weapons and equipment as well as teams of highly 
trained commandos in Mumbai, including Force One, are 
already in place. Many of you will have noticed the new armed 
tactical combat vehicles stationed and patrolling sensitive 
areas in the city. The State has already spent in excess of 
1.3 billion rupees on security improvements. The Center is 

also buying 80 speedboats and spy planes and hiring an 
additional 3,000 personnel for the national coast guard. The 
National Investigation Agency Bill 2008 moved in Parliament 
by the Union Home Minister has led to the operationalisation 
of the new federal agency. Other than terrorism, the NIA will 
deal with counterfeit currency, human trafficking, narcotics 
or drugs, organized crime, plane hijacking and violations of 
Atomic Energy Act and Weapons of Mass Destruction Act.



CONSTITUTENCY DETAILS: KNOW YOUR 
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES

Many of you have approached me for assistance on legitimate and pressing issues. While I shall go out of my way to  
resolve your difficulties and be as accessible as I possibly can, it would be useful for you to better understand the roles of 
your elected representatives. As an MP, I will always be the voice of my constituency in Parliament and advocate for causes 
and issues that impact my constituents. Equally, I am also accountable to the country at large for shaping national policy 
and ensuring its effective implementation. A demarcation of your MP, MLA and Corporator roles have been mapped out  
for your easy reference and will come in handy if and when you require government assistance. Please take the time to read 
this. It is vitally important to be informed about your rights and who to contact in your area and ward should the need arise.

http://www.milinddeora.com/mailer-dec09/rep-table.pdf

CLIMATE CHANGE MUST BE TACKLED  
ON A WAR FOOTING

Martin Luther King once said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere”. I’m tempted to use a variation of his homily 
in the context of climate change and the dangers it poses to our 
species and planet; the reality is that global warming anywhere 
is the cause of climate change everywhere. I have been urging 
action well before Copenhagen and have actively supported 
environmental efforts that result in a greener and cleaner 
Mumbai. Having said that, environmental contaminants and 
greenhouse gasses do not respect boundaries or constituencies  
- we’re all in this together for the long haul. 

I will continue to be at the forefront of the national debate on 
climate change and argue that India can progress and scale 
up its developmental efforts while mitigating the risks of global 
warming at the same time. In my interactions with activists, 
environmental groups and ordinary people around the country, 
the visceral understanding rural masses have of global warming 
and its risks particularly encourage me. Having experienced first-
hand the effects of crop failure and inclement weather patterns 
leading to flooding, drought and other natural calamities, they 
understand in basic terms that our planet has a fever and climate 

The campaign to protect and preserve our environment is clearly no longer a choice but an imperative. I urge all of 

you to join me in my continuous efforts to create environmentally friendly zones for our citizens and especially our 

children whose future continues to be compromised by self-serving interests and narrow-minded political ideologies. 

Milind Deora

change is to blame. I strongly believe we can mobilize national 
public opinion and achieve the critical mass necessary to start 
mitigating the risks effectively in our own self-interest. My role 
as Country Head of GLOBE and an active committee member of 
e-Parliament - organizations working with the world’s legislators 
on climate change outside the purview of international treaties 
and frameworks - will enable me to lend a credible voice to the 
campaign.

Protecting our environment is a global challenge that requires 
a global effort but each one of us can make a difference that 
will result in a cumulative effect of preserving what we have 
today so our children can reap a better tomorrow. 

http://moef.nic.in/index.php

http://unfccc.int/2860.php

http://en.cop15.dk/

http://www.ipcc.ch/

http://www.ipcc.ch/


END THE UNNACCEPTABLE PRACTICE OF RAGGING

Earlier this year I had 
expressed to the CM 
and relevant Ministers 
of State my dismay 
and deep concern 
with the recent spate 
of dangerous ragging 
activities resulting in the 
tragic deaths of numerous 
innocent students. If this 
unacceptable practice is 

left unchecked it will allow the perpetrators of these heinous 
crimes to act with impunity and strengthen their hand. 
University administrators can no longer afford to be callous and 
indifferent to this menace and dismiss it as merely “routine or 
harmless fun”. 

The need of the hour is to work with relevant NGOs and student 
bodies and develop a monitoring system to check ragging 
activities in colleges. Mumbai city with its hundreds of colleges 
needs to tackle this spiraling problem on a war footing.  Suffice 
to say, this is a national problem and I fully intend to address it 
on a national level.

I will work with Government to develop an acceptable via 
media and also involve eminent personalities drawn from 
different walks of life, relevant NGOs and responsible student 
representatives to tackle ragging on multiple levels and action 
effective anti-ragging monitoring mechanisms.  It is only through 
an effective public-private partnership that we can address 
this malaise in our society. We need to act upon this initiative 
swiftly to once and for all end the physical and mental trauma 
of countless ragging victims and ensure that no parent loses 
a son or a daughter to this evil practice. I welcome your active 
support and help.

Milind Deora’s support to VidYuth in championing the 
cause of eradicating ragging in Mumbai and Maharashtra 
in terms of both, the authoritative and moral backing 
has been extremely motivational. He has been very 
approachable, a trait lacking in today’s leaders. The most 
important aspect of his leadership according to me is the 
fact that he is open to new ideas, to change, to inducting 
fresh blood into the system if it creates a positive and 
effective impact on society. VidYuth is certain to achieve 
success in its endeavors with his support.  
Anshuman Sinha 
Founder and President, Vidyut



How do we get the best people for the job? Should we  
have direction election to the offices of the Prime Minister 
and the President? 

There are issues with that. It’s still a nascent stage to have 
something like that because there are still regional issues 
that determine who comes to power. Some states that are 
larger than others will determine who comes to power at the 
Centre more than a smaller state. And that may not be fair 
because a smaller state may never get well represented at 
the Centre that way. I think there is nothing wrong with the 
current form of election. What has to happen is that in cities, 
electing a mayor is very important. That’s where you should 
have direct elections.

There is anger at politicians also because they are immune  
to layoffs. Should there be a right to recall MPs and MLAs for 
non-performance?

These are tools that need to happen in India in the long run. 
In the short run, we have to be careful of things like a right to 
recall and direct elections. Things could go wrong in a country 
where a large percentage of the population is still illiterate, 
uninformed and unaware. About the right to recall, for example, 
we’ve seen how in California there were vested interests that 
led to recalling of the Governor. So these are things that could 
create problems in India. They can be regulated up to a point 
but unless you have an educated and aware citizenry, these 
are powerful tools to put in the hands of people. They could be 
misused by certain vested interests. I mean they have been 
misused in a country like America also.

This brings us to a big bogey – criminalisation of politics.  
How do we stop criminalisation of politics?

As much as we can criticise criminalisation of politics, we can’t 
hide from the fact that those who have criminal backgrounds 
and enter politics do so because someone elects them. So 
there is someone voting for them because they like them. The 
only real solution in a democracy is that people should be 
made aware. We must make people rise beyond their current 
economic strata and become educated. Only then will there 
be an end to criminalisation of politics.

Corruption is a connected strand when we talk of the negatives 
of our politics. How do we deal with corruption? 

I can think only of making the citizenry aware of these issues. 
You need an enlightened citizenry to make these changes in 
society. Corruption is part of society in every country. There is 
no country that is free of corruption. You need stronger laws. 
You need more transparency. These are things that gradually 
reduce corruption. There is corruption in the corporate sector. 
There is corruption even in the media and politics. There’s 
no place that is free of corruption, not only in India but 
anywhere in the world. Even the most developed countries 
have corruption. But developed countries perhaps have more 
transparency in their system. That reduces the potential to 
have corruption. We are moving towards that gradually. Things 
like the Right To Information Act and other tools make people 
more informed. So people are now careful when they are 
buying a company’s stock. They are becoming more and more 
aware of the company before they buy the shares. They use 
the Right to Information Act to find out what is happening to 
government funds, etc.

MILIND UNPLUGGED

Excerpts from the Tehelka Interview, September, 2009



Does India continue with reservation as it enters a highly 
competitive era? 

Affirmative action, which is the larger objective, is not a bad 
thing. It has worked in many parts of the world. But when 
we talk of reservation we need to look at it objectively and 
scientifically. Right now it is looked at politically. As a result 
of that, you are either for or against. Nobody wants to find 
common ground. We have to try and find out who really 
requires affirmative action. We need to see what kind of person 
requires it, whether in education or in employment. And then 
go ahead. Right now it has become a very polarised political 
debate. It doesn’t lead to debate in fact. You are either for it 
and don’t talk to those who are against, or you are against 
and don’t talk to those who are for it. That is not the way it 
should be. We should be precise and discuss it objectively.

The Mumbai attacks took place in the Lok Sabha constituency 
that you were elected from. How do you think India should 
deal with the issue of terrorism? 

There are many forms of terror. There is internal terror and 
there is external terror. Internal terror can be from hardline 
elements belonging to any religious community who are 
harbouring fundamental groups. They could be Hindus, 
Muslims or Christians. They could be Naxals. They could 
be political groups that are spreading terror, that are going 
around beating people on the basis of language or religion 
or things like that. That is an internal kind of terrorism for 
which you need to spruce up law and order. You need to bring 
about economic prosperity. Citizens need to shun that kind of 
divisive agenda whether it is proliferated by political parties, 
religious groups, economic groups or someone behind the 
Naxal groups.
At the external level we know where the terrorists are coming 
from. We have problems along our border. For that you need 
a diplomatic effort as well as a very very strong military effort. 
When I say military effort I don’t mean going into war with 
all your neighbours that have terrorists. But you need to use 
diplomacy, and use military offensive as a last resort.

You mentioned problems along our borders. What do we with 
our borders? Do we continue to seal them, for instance? 

You have to seal the borders to prevent people from coming 
in illegally. When the US tries to seal its borders with Mexico it 
is trying to prevent people from entering illegally. That doesn’t 
mean it has no legal channels open for allowing people to 
work and commute. We need to have both. We can’t keep 
those parts porous, which are to be sealed and shut. That 
has to be impervious. You cannot penetrate that. But if it is 
meant to facilitate economic dialogue and trade, that has to 
be opened and regulated.

All parties have promised to create India’s newest state 
Telangana if they are elected to power. Do you think there is a 
case for more states in India?

Each region has different aspirations. In some regions there 
are clearly demands for more states. Certain sections have 
been marginalised for a long time as part of a larger state. 
Perhaps they have a reason to believe that they have to  
be a separate state. But we have to disconnect the political 
arguments from it. There is a political argument often in  
these movements for separate states, which we have to be 
careful of. It makes sense if there is a developmental or 
economic argument. I’m not sure if it makes sense if there is 
a political argument.

You spoke of parts of the Constitution that are null and void. 
What changes would you want in the Constitution? 

Article 377 that says homosexuality is a crime. There is a 
continuous debate between the home ministry and the health 
ministry of the government of India. We need to sit down 
and find the solution. Which means that if indeed the health 
ministry feels that it is difficult to reach out to vulnerable 
groups in combating HIV AIDS, because there’s this problem 
where it is illegal to intervene, that is something we need to 
do away with. But at the same time there are important things 
that protect young children in Article 377. I am sure there 
are solutions to find ways to cater to both these important 
tools so that you can reach out to protect young children in 
our country. And legalising somebody’s behaviour so that you 
can reach out and educate him or her about safe sex and 
AIDS. These are important things that need to be relooked at 
in our country and in our Constitution. We need to be debate 
them very objectively. In these kinds of things we can’t get 
into debating things subjectively. We need to get down to the 
facts and if this is a solution, implement it.

We are also furiously debating judicial reform. What would you 
want here? 

We must have a judiciary that is more accountable. We must 
have speedy trials. But the judges must come forward and take 
the lead themselves. The judiciary is an important pillar of our 
democracy and they need to also have internal accountability. 
The judges have to come forward and tell us what they want 
to do about declaring their assets. This will go a long way in 
reassuring the public and restoring their faith in the judiciary.



What should our policy be on smoking, narcotics 
and alcohol? 

The ban on smoking in public places is now law. There is no 
room for debating that anymore. All over the world people 
know that smoking kills. One person’s habit should not lead 
to another person’s death. But we can’t take a moral position 
on this. We can’t go around breaking people’s bones.

There’s a perceptive religious divide in the country, especially 
over a perception that Muslims have more to do with terror. 
How do we deal with this divide and the perceptions that  
fuel it? 

This is a consequence of divisive politics practiced by parties 
who spread that kind of fear psychosis and deliberately try 
and alienate a particular community. That mindset leads to 
more problems and creates hardline groups in any religion. 
All religious groups across parties should understand that  
a mix of politics and religion is a ticking time bomb. The faster 
such religious groups disconnect from politics the better it 
will be for our country. They must tell their own community to  
live with and embrace other religions. That is the only way to 
fight terrorism.

If you had the power to do so, what changes would 
you bring? 

One major change would be to improve local governance. The 
government of India is a large entity that allocates funds to 
states and municipalities and panchayats. I would put more 
pressure on the states and local bodies to perform based 
on which they would get or not get funding. That would be 
the biggest step towards improving governance at the local 
levels. Policies are good and debated in right earnest. But the 
way they get implemented is another problem. Making local 
bodies accountable and auditing them would be a big step.

THE MILIND DEORA AGENDA

• No mandatory voting. It would be too much 
 spoon-feeding.

• Direct election in cities to elect mayors.

• Right to recall only in the long run.

• Make people rise above their current economic strata 
 so they don’t vote for criminals.

• Stronger anti-corruption laws.

• More transparency in government to halt corruption.

• Conduct individual-specific audit to check need 
 for reservation.

• Offer reservation only on basis of individual need.

• Improve economic prospects to make terrorism 
 less attractive.

• Spruce up law and order to deal with internal terrorism.

• Beef up diplomatic and military efforts to deal 
 with problems along our borders.

• Have a very strong military effort.

• Seal borders where necessary.

• Allow economic and trade contacts at border 
 where needed.

• Create new states only on development basis, 
 and not on political grounds.

• Debate the future of the Governor.

• Remove Article 377 because it is null and void 
 in current form.

• Have fresh laws that legalise homosexuality 
 and protect children from sexual attack.

• Make judiciary more accountable.

• Ensure speedy trials.

• Encourage judiciary to take positive stand on 
 declaring assets.

• Audit performance of states and local bodies.

• Release funds to states and local bodies only 
 if performance is good.


